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Global drug market: expansion

30% more users between 
2009-2018

2008-2017: deaths increased 
by a quarter

Highest cocaine production 
in 2018

Seizures of ATS quadrupled 
between 2009-2018 

Abundant opium production



Between 2000-2018

Total population grew by 28% 
in developing countries and 
by 7% in developed countries 

Population 18-25 grew by 
18% in developing countries 
and decreased by 10% in 
developed countries 

Expansion in developing countries



Global drug market: 
increased 

complexity



Potentially harmful opioid new 
psychoactive substances are on the 
increase 

Use of NPS may become cemented 
among vulnerable population groups 

Regulating new psychoactive substances 
appears to have a containment effect 

NPS market: constant state of flux  



Prevalence of drug use and drug 
use disorders, 2006–2018

Number of people who use drugs and 
people with drug use disorders, 2006–2018 

Number of drug users on the rise
2018

269 million people used drugs in the past year or 5.4% of 15-64
35 million people with drug use disorders or 0.7% of 15-64



Estimates of global numbers of 
people using drugs 2018



Cannabis use 
higher in youth



42 million years of 
healthy life lost due to 

drug use, half due to 
opioids



Regional differences in main opioid used

2018



Regional differences in opioid/opiates use



Regional differences in main stimulant 
drugs used

2018



Regional differences in amphetamines 
and ecstasy use



Drug use in 
prison

Any drug
31% at least once
19 % past month



Increase in cannabis use disorders in 
people in drug treatment



11.3 million PWID, half (5.5) living 
with hep C and one eight with HIV



585,000 
drug related 
deaths, half 

due to 
hepatitis C 



Thank you for your listening!


