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The global perspective



New psychoactive substances* are 
substances of abuse, either in a pure form 
or a preparation, that are not controlled by 
the international drug conventions, but 
which may pose a public health threat.

* The term “new” does not necessarily refer to new inventions but 
to substances that have newly become available in specific 
markets.

What are new psychoactive substances (NPS)?



What are attributes of NPS?

• Not controlled by the 
international drug control 
conventions

• Have recently become 
available

• Mimic the effect of 
traditional drugs

• Associated with serious 
health risks

• Little or no history of 
medical use



Currently 1,145 unique 

substances have been 

reported to UNODC by 

137 countries and 
territories.

Global emergence of New Psychoactive Substances (NPS)



How to classify over a 1000 substances?
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Source: UNODC Early Warning Advisory on NPS, 2022. 
Note: *Data are preliminary and based on the analysis of 1,145 NPS from 137 reporter countries and territories up to 16 June 2022. 

Structural classification 

facilitates development 

of analytical methods 

for identification and 

characterization, 

national legislation



Classification by effect group

Effect-based classification 

allows for greater 

understanding of the drug 

market
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Unique NPS reported annually to UNODC on a global level,
by effect group, 2018-2022*
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Source: UNODC Early Warning Advisory on NPS, 2022. 
Note: *Data are preliminary and based on the analysis of 900 NPS from 115 reporter countries and territories up to 16 June 2022 
(Annual differences in number of NPS and reporter countries). 



The Asian perspective



Proportion of NPS in East and Southeast Asia, by effect group, up to 
December 2021*

Source: UNODC Early Warning Advisory on NPS, 2022 in: UNODC, Synthetic Drugs in East and Southeast Asia (May 2022).
Note: *Data are preliminary and based on the analysis of 496 synthetic NPS.



NPS reported annually to UNODC in East and Southeast Asia, 
by effect group, 2016-2021*

Source: UNODC Early Warning Advisory on NPS, 2022 in: UNODC, Synthetic Drugs in East and Southeast Asia (May 2022).
Note: *Data are preliminary and based on the analysis of 496 synthetic NPS.



Examples of synthetic drug tablets sold as “ecstasy” with substances other than 
MDMA present, analysed in Southeast Asia, 2021



Emergence of ‘happy water’ in SE Asia



NPS reported annually to UNODC in Central Asia, 
by effect group, 2018-2022*
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Legal responses



International Scheduling Decisions 2014 – 2022*

• 71 substances and 10 precursors 

scheduled between 2014-2022*

• Significant impact on work of forensic 

laboratories
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*Note: Scheduling decision on Eutylone and the three precursors Norfentanyl, 4-AP and 1-boc-4-AP will enter into 
force on 23rd of November 2022.



Possible legal approaches
https://syntheticdrugs.unodc.org/syntheticdrugs/en/legal/index.html



Legislative approaches by country

Website:

https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Pa
ge/NPS/LegalResponses

and 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/

en/scientists/ewa/data.html

https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Page/NPS/LegalResponses
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/scientists/ewa/data.html


Early Warning



Website
https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Home/NPS

UNODC EWA NPS Portal



❖ NPS Use Data

❖ Substance Combinations

❖ Sharing of Toxicology Data

❖ Symptoms

❖ Information on Harm

❖ Threat Assessments

UNODC-TIAFT collaboration

Toxicology 

Portal

Website
www.unodc.org/tox

UNODC EWA Toxicology Portal

http://www.unodc.org/tox


Recent manuals and publications

Please find more publications here: 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/scientists/publications-smart.html

https://www.unodc.org/documents/scientific/GlobalSMART_26_E.pdf


Thank you!

UNODC - Making the world safer from drugs, crime and terrorism

Email Websites
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