06/07/2023

WORLD DRUG REPORT 2023

General developments




06/07/2023

USE CONTINUES TO DRIVE INEQUALITY, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DISPARITIES
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People who use drugs, 2021 People with drug use disorders, 2021

over 10 years over 10 years
million people

1in5

In treatment

Cannabis more prevalent, but use of opioids cause More people with drug use disorders than a
the majority of the burden of disease (DALYs) decade ago
attributed to drug use
Increase in number of people who use drugs, partly The gap in provision of treatment intervention
due to population growth remains
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GLOBAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS AND PEOPLE Women are less likely to use opiates, cocaine or cannabis,
e but have similar levels of amphetamines and non-medical

400 o
use of pharmaceutical drugs as men

350
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250 T Opiates and cocaine are predominantly used by men.
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USERS OF SELECTED DRUG GROUPS BY SEX

45% 47%
Number of people who use drugs 38% ® ®
W Number of people with drug use disorders ' i ' ’
T H Opi :l C: : bi: “Ecst : -t hi - N; med L
More people with drug use disorders Phates annabis 25/ ype. Amphetamines Norrmedialuse

than a decade ago. /.' > N opioids
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GLOBAL PROBLEM AND REGIONAL DIMENSIONS

While cannabis trafficking and
use affect all regions worldwide,

ather drug issues pose additional -
threats in different geographical = . k
locations. pidirs ”
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manufacr g e of
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. Oploids/Opiates

. Amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS)

HIV among people who inject drugs

DEATHS AND YEARS OF HEALTHY LIFE (DALYS) ATTRIBUTABLE
TO THE USE OF DRUGS ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE USE OF DRUGS

Majority of drugs deaths
million people who inject drugs attributed to drug use are
due to liver diseases
R6.6 M= attributed to hepatitis C

living with HIV and hepatitis C

1 -6 living with HIV Direct - Amphetamine use Indirect - Seff-harm m Indirect - Other
' Direct - Cocaine use Direct - Cannabis use
; Rl o Dirett - Other drugs use Direct - Opioid use
d (o Indirect - HIV/AIDS. Indirect - Hepatrtis € {liver cancer, dirrhosis and other chranic liver disease

PREVALENCE OF PEOPLE WHO INJECT DRUGS BY SEX, 2021 OR LATEST DATA

An estimated 1.6 million people injecting drugs living
with HIV globally (1in 8).

Men are five times more likely to inject drugs but
women who inject drugs are 1.2 times more likely
to be living with HIV e e

Prvalence of HIV amonget famale FWIE

{porcantage}
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BARRIER TREATMENT REMAIN, ESPECIALLY FOR WOMEN To & u 6| 2
REPORT

Primary, drug of peoplein treatment, 2021 Cannabis and opioids are the two main drugs
reported among people in treatment

B

“‘"’m\ we "l Methamphetamine predominate treatment
4 demand in Asia and Oceania

The COVID-19 pandemic has worsened the
treatment gap

l:ew i Nnnfrmzdisal
Amphetamines  Cannabls  Cocaine Opioids Fubstances.  amd Ganquilizers
Only 1in 5 people with drug use disordersis | “% ‘8" o
: n 30% 79 o o 38%
in drug treatment (nearly 7 million people) 7% 7% WS . 2 ®

HEIR:

@
27%
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Women continue to be underrepresented in '?

drug treatment
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Past-year use
In treatment
Intreatment
Past-year use
In treatment
Past-year use.
(Opiates)

In treatment
(Opiates)
Past-year use
In treatment
Past-year use
In treatment.

of pharmaceutical

Non-medical use
(opioids)

Past year use

WORLD:
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NG PEOPLE, MORE VULNERABLE TO USE DISORDERS To ® U o

GLOBAL AND REGIONAL USE OF CANNABIS AMONG PEOPLEAGED 15-16, People under 25 years old in treatment, 2021
AND AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION AGED 15-64

(2021 OR MOST RECENT YEAR FOR WHICH DATA ARE AVAILABLE)

South America 52%
Central America and the Caribbean | 37%

Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 34%

Australia and New Zealand 34%

Africa 27%

NorthAmerica | 17%

Asla 16%

BSSETEN 10%

Adolescents have higher rates of use of cannabis than adults.
Early initiation of drug use can lead to faster dependence development and other issues in adulthood.
Young people in many regions account for a major proportion of people in treatment for drug use disorders.
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LARGE INEQUALITIES IN ACCESS TO CONTROLLED MEDICINES, ESPECIALLY OPIOIDS

AMOUNT OF OPIOIDS UNDER INTERNATIONAL CONTROL
(EXCLUDING PREPARATIONS) AVAILABLE FOR MEDICAL CONSUMPTION,
BY COUNTRY INCOME LEVEL GROUP, 2017 AND 2021
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S-DDD per million inhabitants

5-DDDs per million i

40,000

32,000

23,000

16,000

available and

| B6% of the global population live in
Countries with availabilty of

| pharmaceutical opioids for medical use

below the global average (3,090 5-
DDDs per million inhabitants per day)

of population of

ies territories, 2021

100%

Accumulated population

8,000

H
g
g
§
H

=—Accumulated percentage of population of countries reporting S-DDDs (right-scale)  —— S-DDD per i per day (5-DBDs)

There has been an increase in availability of opioids in low and middle income countries
but disparities in availability and access still remain

86% of the world's population lacks adequate access to pharmaceutical opioids

Developments
by kinds of substances
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THE GLOBAL COCAINE SURGE: RISING SUPPLY AND DEMAND WORLDWIDE o rR U o
REPORT
FIG. 14 Selected indicators of cocaine use, FIG.15 Trends in selected supply and demand indicators, FIG.16 Global cultivation of coca bush, cocalne selzures and
consumption and harm, United States, Western and Central Europe, 2011-2021 cocalne production, 2010-2021
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E ———Cocaine past-year users s Annual consumption, proxy trend based on wastewater NN Coca bush cultivation in Bolivia (Plurinational State of)
a c"“:“ P:""’:"“"‘ ”l“’"’ o measurements, indexed (2011=100, range, left axis) Coca bush cultivation in Peru
:;:ﬂ:lu anthis Involing cocaine butinot [——1Seizures, indexed (2011=100, left axis) s Coca bush cultivation in Colombia
Estimated total cocaine use days (based on e purity, average for Spain Cocaine seizures worldwide (right axis)
household surveys) and the United Kingdom (percentage, right axis) Cocaine production {right axis)

Coca bush cultivation and cocaine production have reached record highs (Fig. 16)
Population of cocaine users has been steadily growing due to global growth and prevalence rates

Cocaine markets in Africa, Asia, and Southeastern Europe (Fig. 15) are experiencing rapid growth
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METHAMPHETAMINE USE HIGH IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA BUT EXPANDING TO OTHER REGIONS
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i = FIG.3 O ities of meth b ine seized in
F‘G- 2 .Repcrt.efj trendsin methanrlghetamlne use non-traditional markets, 2012-2021 FIG. 21 Distribution of global quantities of methamphetamine
in traditional and non-traditional markets, seized, 2017-2021
2009-2021 7
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K] - 3 m Central Asia and Transcaucasia ’
b3 Traditional markets * m South Asia o.03%
—— Non-traditional markets W Near and Middle East/South-West Asia Source: UNCDC, responses to the annual report questionnalre.

East and South-East Asia, along with North America, dominate the global methamphetamine market (Fig.21), but
non-traditional markets are rising (Fig. 2)

New clandestine labs of methamphetamine production in South-West Asia, South Asia, Africa, with
Afghanistan emerging as a major producer (Fig. 3).

Trdfficking routes extending to Oceania, Europe, and other regions.
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USE OF OPIOIDS CONTINUES [ To R U c:

Number of opioid users and proportion of opiate users thereof in regions and selected subregions, 2021 or the most recent year for which data are available
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h 9 9 [ N, More than half of people
» - (S who use opioids are in Asia
(&) e
5 o ot [* T
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Use in West Central and North
Africa driven by non-medical
' use of Tramadol

Westand
contn s

South Areric

Source: UNODC, responses to the annual report questionnaire.

Opioids most used for non-medical purposes, by country, 2021 or the most recent year for which data are available

Opioid crisis in North America driven by fentanyl and fentanyl analogues
Fentanyl found in 86% of opioid overdose cases in Canada.
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THE IMPACT OF USE OF OPIOIDS GLOBALLY [ [o R UG}
NUMBER OF OVERDOSE DEATHS INVOLVING OPIOIDS,
UNITED STATES, 1999-2021 Over 80,000 opioid overdose deaths in the US
in 2021.
Synthetic opioids, mainly fentanyl, responsible
for most deaths.
PEOPLE IN TREATMENT FOR TRAMADOL AND HEROIN USE DISORDERS
IN THE COUNTRIES OF WEST AFRICA, 2016-2019
£l
" §
e
L
i
High numbers of people seeking treatment for tramadol use B E rl !
disorders in various regions. e iy W [fn
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THE GLOBAL EXPANSION OF KETAMINE TRAFFICKING AND NON-MEDICAL USE
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FIG.5  Quantities of ketamine and phencycli-

. . dine-type substances seized worldwide by
* Ketamine has been prevalent in East and subregion, 2001-2021
South-East Asia 25,000
. 20,000
. . . |
» Traffickers are promoting ketamine 2 oo
through mixtures with other unknown g
ingredients, targeting the illicit market. § 10000
(=]
* Ketamine could become a mainstream 0 %.;'!Ih om.mw%!mﬁ
drug in some population groups BREEdSsRERRER e
M East and South-East Asia

Rest of the world
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THE GLOBAL EXPANSION OF KETAMINE TRAFFICKING AND NON-MEDICAL USE m
REPORT
FIG.8  Useof ketamine, mostrecent data from
population surveys, 2013-2021

5

" + Ketamine manufacture and trafficking have
£, expanded to Western Europe, the Middle
8 2 . .
3, East, South Asia, North Africa, and Oceania.

:] |IIIII[IIIIII-- N 5 5 N 5
©97853055552295953498 * Chronic use is associated with somatic and
S3SpEirirrirEeziiocs cognitive harms.

GIEgRfEagEREgoa0E 2t
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E M Lifetime prevalence
5 Past-year prevalence
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ILLEGAL DRUG SUPPLY INNOVATIONS AND SYNTHETIC DRUGS [ [o R u G]

Unlike plant-based drugs, require cheap

chemical inputs and can be easily sourced

Synthetic drugs have no fixed geography

and shorter production times

LABOUR SUPPLY FOR THE SUPPLY CHAINS OF DRUGS OF
NATURAL AND SYNTHETIC ORIGIN
Rt o Producers
Producers and ‘
processors Exporters
Exporters
Importers
Importers
Wholesalers
Wholesalers
A .- A
e

Laboratories detected in Central Asia, South-East Asia, the Near and Middle East, Africa, Europe, and North America.

Consumers face challenges due to the unknown pharmacology and harms of synthetic drugs
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MARKET OF NPS INCREASED IN 2021 AFTER SEVERAL YEARS OF STABILIZATION [ Jo R u 6|3
R EPORT
-
An increasing group of
NPS on the * Synthetic cannabinoid agonist
A receptors (SCARs)
1n8”7‘ * Synthetic (research) opioids
162 .
Central Asia, Eastern Europe, and some
other regions have seen a significant use
2010 2015 2020 2021
of NPS.
21%
40% 29% 34%
14%
15% 2015 13% 15% 2021 16%
" class g [ ]
= stimulants synthetic oplolds
other drugs
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Some interesting deep dives
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ONLINE WORLD DRUG REPORT 2023
LATEST DATA AND TREND ANALYSIS RIER NG B
: {\i‘i‘}ﬁgﬁs Offico on Drugs and Crimo
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
ON DRUGS
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‘? THE SYNTHETIC DRUG PHENOMENON

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING PSYCHEDELICS
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HERBAL CANNAEIS FOR MEDICAL USE:
A SPECTRUM OF REGULATORY APPROACHES

THE NEXUS BETWEEN DRUGS AND CRIMES

The nexus between drugs and crimes that affect the environment
and convergent crime in the Amazon Basin
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“ }s SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS IN HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS
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iﬁ,%ﬁ SERVICE INNOVATIONS DURING COVID-19

USE OF THE DARK WEB AND SOCIAL MEDIA
FOR DRUG SUPPLY

DEVELOPMENTS AND EMERGING TRENDS
IN SELECTED DRUG MARKETS:

>

>

>

New trends in cannabis products

Ketamine - a marginal or a mainstream drug?

The global cocaine market: strong acceleration on the back

of major turning point

Emerging trends in methamphetamine supply:

expansion to non-traditional markets

South Asia: a major opiate market that appears to be expanding
Conflicts and drug supply: Ukraine, Yemen and the Sahel
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FRAMEWORKS FOR MEDICAL USE OF CONTROLLED DRUGS
1. HERBAL CANNABIS FOR MEDICAL USE: A SPECTRUM OF REGULATORY APPROACHES HEEXEKIE
R EPORT
PHARMACEUTICAL AND CANNABIS-BASED PRODUCTS
. e o o ot
- p ealerstonlmlbels
oy v e P St PRl In the last decade, political, legislative
Medical synthetic  containing  quantities  CBDoral :p:::::mzauon b ﬂ:ag" 3 it ! ! U
products camnabinaid synhetic:  ofTHC  souton é and judicial processes have advanced
with marketing Siitlar THC and CBD determined conditions and .
authoraton’  taTH reconmendations on dosage efforts to allow the use of cannabis for
medicinal purposes.
Standardized Magistral Cannabls-  Raw
cannabls- preparations based cannabis Approaches to regulating
* based products cannabis-based products
) medical with for medical use vary widely
Cannabis-based products unspecified between countries
products compuition COUNTRIES THAT HAVE PROVISIONS FOR MEDICAL USE OF CANNABIS, 2021
Number of countries having provisions for medical use
u';:;lﬂllhnns_‘, a,lumng me:lledlcal use of Africa n 42 3
and/or cannabls-hased products for Americas “ 1 7
. . . a range of medical conditlons
The efficacy of cannabis use in the B » :
treatment of certain conditions o s erope [ ¢ 2
remains mOderate, insufficient or rfca':nabIS-basedr;«oducts oceanta [JEI 1 1
H 1 the treat 14
inconclusive. S el A e
No (Low confidence) ~ No data avallable
22
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FRAMEWORKS FOR MEDICAL USE OF CONTROLLED DRUGS
2. DEVELOPMENTS IN PSYCHEDELICS POLICY AND RESEARCH RAISE NEW QUESTIONS

Three streams

+ Clinical trials of psychedelic assisted psychotherapy
 Traditional, indigenous rituals, and tourism
+ Self medication, micro-dosing — spirituality, mindfulness,

wellbeing

* Non-medical use of ketamine, MDMA, LSD

Developments, led by commercial interests in advocacy
groups in some jurisdictions unprecedented

Regulatory approaches enduring balance
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BALANCING ACCESS AND SAFETY WITH

INTERNATIONALLY CONTROLLED DRUGS
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Prioritizing public health challenge in the face of growing commercial interest in developing
and profiting from new, legal drug markets same as cannabis

Perception of no harm and safety could further encourage unsupervised non-medical use
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SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS IN HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS (1 of 2 wo R L Dl
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R EPORT
FIG.1  People forcibly displaced, 2012-2022 FIG.3  Global distribution of forcibly displaced
120 people, by age group and sex, 2021
100 I
5w i | The majority of people who are 0-17 |
E g W n i displaced by humanitarian
3 emergencies are hosted in low- 185 I
s ] I I I I I I I and middle-income countries ’
20 I I
0 60+ - w Female
FFF 5SS LS rale
bl FIG.2 Distribution of forcibly displaced people, 0 20 40 60
by income level of host country, end of 2021
e 21% 17% . .
More than 100 million people Lower -middle High-income Adolescents displaced without
displaced by humanitarian mncome their families are susceptible
emergencies in 2022 to higher drug use
22% 40%
Low -income Upperrlwdd[e
income
24
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SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS IN HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS (2 of 2)
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> Access to health care
» Caregiver involvement
and monftoring

> Hi ind neurologi

. skills 4
- emational regulation

Positive physical, social
and mental health

PROTECTIVE FACTORS AND RISK FACTORS FOR SUBSTANCE USE
AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS

Risk factoy

Prevalence (percentage)

Substance
use disorders

30
25
20
15
10

5

0

FIG.4 Extent of mental health disorders among
population affected by conflict, 2019

Severe mental Moderate
health mental
disorders health

Mild mental Overall mental
health health
disorders disorders

disorders

displaced people.

The presence of risk factors and the absence of protective factors make a person vulnerable to initiation of substance
use and progression to substance use disorders

Displaced people experience an elevated level of vulnerability to substance use disorders
Availability and accessibility of mental health services, including drug use disorder services, remain a challenge for
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THE ILLICIT DRUG ECONOMY ACCELERATES OTHER
ILLEGAL MARKETS THAT HARM THE ENVIRONMENT
AND HUMAN RIGHTS

5 Pollutly,
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ILLICIT DRUG ECONOMIES, CONVERGING CRIMES AND CONFLICT [ [p R U G|

MAF 10 Transnational ecosystem of drug trafficking groups in the Amazon Basin

Drug cultivation, trafficking,
environmental and related
crimes rise in Amazon Basin
due to resource abundance,
corruption, informality,
inequality, and unemployment.
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COVID-19: REDUCED TREATMENT ACCESS, BUT PROMISING INNOVATIONS

STUDIES ON SERVICE INNOVATIONS DURING COVID-19
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Decline in people in drug treatment
during and after the COVID-19
pandemic

But innovations in drug services
(telemedicine, take-home dosages)
improved access for certain
population groups

Promising results of continuity

Nurber of studies o eports.on
‘ miroduction o stratecpe

== Number of studies or eports
G mu.-ﬁpqﬁ::.-
during
pardemic

telemediine during (COVID-1§

'— cvaluating the outaomes of
ck
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Thank you!!!
Ms. Giovanna Campello
Chief, Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Section
@UNODC PTRS
#WDR2023
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