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Presentation Goals

§ Learn about the connection between drug use 
and crime

§ Identify key legal distinctions that (should) drive 
justice responses 

§Understand how applying the appropriate 

approach reduces crime 



Global Problem of 
Substance Abuse

World Drug Report, 2025
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/WDR_2025/WDR25_Special_points_of_interest.pdf



Substance 
Use in the 
Justice 
System



Lifetime History Among 
Arrestees

!"#

"$#

%# $#

&

'&

"&

(&

%&

)&

!&

$&

*+H-./012/31 45671038/H97/
-./012/31

:/310;H</0;1=
-./012/31

45671038/H97/H>
:/310;H</0;1=
-./012/31

And only 10% of individuals 
in the criminal justice system 

who need substance use 
treatment receive it as part 

of community supervision



Recidivism 
After 

Incarceration



Is This Drug Related Crime?



Defined By Legislation

UNODC, World Drug Report 2025 (United Nations publication, 2025)



Possession / Use and 
Trafficking 

World Drug Report, 2025
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/WDR_2025/WDR25_Special_points_of_interest.pdf



What Other 
Crimes 
Could be 
Related to 
Drugs? 

§ Crimes committed under the 
influence of drugs/alcohol/other 
addictive (“substances”)

§ Crimes committed in connection 
with withdrawal from substances

§ Crimes committed to obtain funds 
to purchase substances

§ What else???



Should There Be an Arrest?



How Many People are in 
Prisons Globally?

UNODC, Prison Matters 2025: Global Prison Population and Trends; A Focus on 
Rehabilitative Environments (United Nations, 2025)



Prison Overcrowding

UNODC, Prison Matters 2025: Global Prison Population and Trends; A Focus on 
Rehabilitative Environments (United Nations, 2025)



Sentencing Status



Hidden Costs of Pretrial 
Detention



Collateral Consequences of 
Conviction and Incarceration

§ Convictions (even for minor and nonviolent offenses) 
result in lasting collateral consequences

UNEMPLOYMENT
HOMELESSNESS

INSTABILITY BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

LOSS OF CHILD CUSTODY

DEPRESSED NEIGHBORHOODS

EVICTION
INELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

AT-RISK YOUTH

RECIDIVISM

BARRIERS TO HOUSING LIMITED JOB OPPORTUNITIES
DENIAL OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSES

INCREASED FEES



Why Do We Have 
Prisons?

Punishment: Retribution for committing a crime
  
Deterrence: Preventing future crimes by deterring potential criminals

Incapacitation: Removing the harm posed to the public by criminals

Rehabilitation: Helping people correct their behavior so they don't commit 
more crimes

Holding accused persons: Keeping people in custody who are awaiting 
trial or sentencing



Prison and Crime: 
2 Competing Philosophies

Prisons Deter Crime: 
§ People are rational actors who are deterred from crime if 

punishments are severe enough
§ Imprisonment is ultimate loss of freedoms
§ Likelihood of prison + long sentence = deterrence

Prisons Increase Crime:
§ Conditions of custodial settings increase reoffending

§ Close quarters cohabilitation, learning from other inmates, expose to 
violence, loss of personal freedoms, fraying ties to support 
networks, collateral consequences such as barriers to housing and 
employment



How Do We Balance Justice 
and Clinical Factors?



Disrupting Criminal 
Groups: Drug Trafficking

UNODC, World Drug Report 2025 (United Nations publication, 2025)

Orientation:
• Centralized (C)
• Decentralized (D)
• Governance (G)
• Trade (T)

Targets:
• CG -Top 

Leadership
• DG- Mid Members
• CT – Key Nodes
• DT – Key Nodes
 



Addressing Drug Use 
Related Crime



The Full Justice Continuum

Community-based treatment and care is made available along the full 
justice continuum through deflection, diversion, and reentry programs.



The Systems Involved

Justice

Program 
Eligibility

Supervision

Accountability

Treatment

Diagnostic 
Assessment

Level of Care

Behavioral 
health, medical, 
pharmacological

Social 
Services

Thinking 
Strategies & Life 

Skills

Protective 
Factors



Case Care Management
Working with Stakeholders and Participants



Treatment, Care & 
Accountability Produce 
Good Results



Let’s Work 

Together!
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