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Increased drug use and continued wide
drug treatment gap
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People in the criminal justice system for
drug-related offences
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Drug use disorders are
multifactorial health disorders that
are best addressed through health
responses, including for people in

contact with the criminal justice
system and in prison settings
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Treatment as an effective public safety
strategy
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Drug treatment is cost-effective compared
with untreated drug problems
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Multiple international policy agreements
support treatment as an alternative to
conviction or punishment

United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures
(The Tokyo Rules)

SINGLE CONVENTION

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION Adopted by General Assembly resolution 45/110 of 14 December 1990

AGAINST ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN & CONVENTION ON
NARCOTIC DRUGS AND 1. General principles
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES, NARCOTIC DRUGS. 1961 PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES, 1971
1988 : 1. Fundamental aims

1.1 The present Standard Minimum Rules provide a set of basic principles to promote the use of non-
custodial measures, as well as minimum safeguards for persons subject to alternatives to
imprisonment.
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The Right to Health

United Nations Rules
for the Troatment of Women Prisoners
and Non-custodial Measures

POLICYMAKING BODY OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM WITH PRIME RESPONSIBILITY FOR DRUG-RELATED MATTERS

P I R S ccpc) COMMISSION ON CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
PRINCIPAL POLICYMAKING BODY OF THE UNITED NATIGNS IN THE FIELD OF CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
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Policy note

Alternative measures to conviction or
punishment in drug-related cases

Policy Note
January 2025
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International recommendations and
guidance available
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How?
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IMPLEMENTATION PRINCIPLES:

Drug Use Disorder Treatment and Other Non-Custodial
Alternatives to Conviction or Punishment for

People Who Use Drugs and with Drug Use Disorders in
Contact with the Criminal Justice System

for Offences of a Minor Nature
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Very wide consultations (160+
participants from 75+ countries)

= Treatment and Care for People with Drug Use
Disorders in Contact with the Criminal Justice System:
Non-custodial alternative measures at pre-arrest
stage — the role of law enforcement (23 March 2021)

» Treatment and Care for People with Drug Use
Disorders in Contact with the Criminal Justice System:
Non-custodial alternative measures at pre-trial stage

— the role of judicial, health and related professionals
(13 October 2021)

= Treatment and Care for People with Drug Use
Disorders in Contact with the Criminal Justice System:
Non-custodial alternative measures at trial stage — the
role of legal, health and related professionals (25 may 2022)

= Treatment and Care for People with Drug Use
Disorders in Contact with the Criminal Justice System:
Non-custodial alternative measures at post-trial stage

— the role of legal, health and related professionals
(26 September 2022)

PT R s Involvement of people with lived experience & nominated experts & civil society
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Hybrid technical consultation

Hybrid informal technical consultation (2-4 october 2023)

Online informal technical consultation (5-6 October 2023)

Present draft report from previous online preparatory
consultations

Discuss emerging principles through group
discussions with different focus:

» Health sector

= Justice sector

= Different criminal justice proceeding stages

= Sharing good practices
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Implementation Principles



Implementation principles
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Implementation framework
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Phases of the criminal justice process

Pre-Conviction Post-Conviction

Pre-arrest Pre-trial Trial/sentencing Post-sentencing
lice Police, prosecutor, Judge, probation officers Prison director, parole board,
defence, exam ini j
magistrate
Administrative Criminal Justice Response
Response

Actors Justice intervention
Participants Policy requirements

Health/ social intervention Considerations
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APRIL checklists

Systematic and practical

AS S e S S m e n t Assessment Stage (Assess)

A situational assessment of different prevalence rates and drug use-related
situations and needs
Assess different prevalence rates for the number of people with drug use

- disorders
re pa ra I O n Assess the number of people with drug use disorders in contact with the criminal

justice system

Review the existing national drug use disorder treatment system, services and
interventions in line with the Standards

Review the quality of the existing national drug use disorder treatment system

Implementation

Learning
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Infernational
standards for

the treatment
of drug use
disorders

REVISED EDITION
INCORPORATING RESULTS
OF FIELD-TESTING
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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
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UNODC-WHO Joint Programme on
drug dependence

treatment and care

The vision
Effective and humane trestment for ail paople
with d

Eienaonsicrero

6 March 2023

English only

Commission on Narcotic Drugs

Sixty-sixth session

Vienna, 13-17 March 2023

Item 6 of the provisional agenda

Follow-up to the i
i

world drug problem

Review of interventions to treat drug use disorders among
girls and women in the criminal justice system in low- and
middle-income countries™
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Handbook of
basic principles and
promising practiees on
Alternatives

to Imprisonment

CRIMINAL JUSTICE HANDBOOK SERIES

Treatment and Care as Alternativ
Conviction or Punishment for P
vith Drug Use Disorders in ¢
riminal J

Module &
Alternativ

Drug Use Disorder Treatment
Services Quality Assurance
Toolkit

From coercion
to cohesion

Traating drug dependence
through health cars, nat punishment
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ALTERNATIVES TO

World Health
Qrganization

CONVICTION OR PUNISHMENT I

GOOD HEALTH 1 PEACE, JUSTICE
AND WELL-BEING AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS
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ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSE  CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESPONSE
Pre-arrest Pretrial Trial/sentencing Post-sentencing
Police Police, prosecutor, defence, Judge, probation officers Prison director, parole board,

examining magistrate

minister of justice

Administrative response with

Caution with a diversion to
eferral to treatment i

Postponement of the sentence
with a treatment element

Early release/parole/pardon
with a treatment element

Conditional dismissal/conditional
suspension of the prosecution

Deferring the execution of the
sentence with a treatment element

Conditional bail [alternative to
pretrial detention)

Probation/judicial supervision

Special courts/docks
(e, the Drug Treatment Court]
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Thank you!

Sanita Suhartono
Associate Drug Control and Crime Prevention Officer
UNODC Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Section

Follow us on X and Linkedin: QUNODC PTRS
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