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4TH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON DRUG-RELATED STUDIES 
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) 
“One Nation, One Response: Advancing Collective Action and Scientific Evidence to Address Drug Challenges”
November 2026 – Colombo 

Guidelines for preparing and submitting Abstracts
All abstracts will be subjected to a review process by an expert panel. Only original, unpublished work is eligible. Any abstracts identical or substantially similar to work already published or under review for another conference or publication will not be considered. If your abstract is accepted, authors should register for the conference and present the abstract.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
· Abstracts should report original research.
· Documents that do not follow the guidelines will be rejected.
· Documents received after the given deadline, due to any reason, will not be accepted unless the deadline is extended.
· Short abstract (maximum 300 words) should be submitted along with the extended abstract (maximum 1200 words including short abstract, excluding references)
· Both the short abstract and extended abstract must be submitted as two separate files.
· File names should include the first author’s last name (e.g.,Fernando_ShortAbstract.docx, Fernando_ExtendedAbstract.docx).
· Soft copies of the following documents are requested to be submitted 
· Short abstract
· Extended Abstract
· Declaration form
· Ethical approval (if applicable)

SUBMISSION
· A soft copy of an abstract should be sent to  nddcbsymposium@gmail.com along with other required documents. 

BASIC FORMAT FOR SHORT ABSTRACTS (Camera-Ready Version)
· Purpose: This version will be published in the symposium proceedings/booklet.
· Length: Maximum 300 words
· The relevant track should be indicated at the top left corner of the first page 
· Paper size: A4
· File format: MS Word (.doc or .docx)
· All margins except left: 1”. Left margin: 1.25”. Gutter: 00
· Font: English - Times New Roman, 12 points; Line spacing: 1, one column of text.
· No Header or Footer except 15 mm Footer for page numbering
· Format:
· Title
· Font type and size: Times New Roman, font size 14
· Centred text in bold
· Upper Case
· Abstract titles should be short but descriptive. Informative titles, indicating key points, are encouraged. Abbreviations should not be used in the title. 
· Author(s): Full names, with affiliation and email of the corresponding author
· Affiliations
· Institution, department, city, country
· Font type and size: Times New Roman- 10
· Names should be indicated with superscript Arabic numbers appearing at the end of the surname/family name
· A superscript asterisk should be used for the corresponding author
· If there are more than one name and address, they should be related by superscript numbers
· Abstract Text: Should include brief background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and conclusions
· Paragraph  -  Justified, No indent, No extra spacing before or after, No special effects
· Scientific names should be in italics.
· Not pictures or text boxes 
· Keywords: 3–5 keywords (separated by commas)

· E.g.:-
PAPER TITLE
Surname INITIALS1 and Surname INITIALS2*
1Affiliation, 
2Affiliation, 
*corresponding_author@email.com

The abstract should be written in Times New Roman with 12pt font, and the document should be single-spaced. The word limit should not exceed 300 words. Top, Bottom and Right margins of the page should be set to 1”, and the left margin should be 1.25”.  The fonts, sizes and styles for the title, names of authors, and affiliations should be as shown above. The paragraph should be justified, no indent, no extra spacing before or after the paragraph and no special effects. The name of the presenting author should be underlined. The corresponding author should be identified with a <*> sign above the author’s name and his/her e-mail address should be provided as indicated above. Abstracts should be submitted in Word format to ot nddcbsymposium@gmail.com . The short abstract should briefly point out the research problem, objectives, methodology/ experimental design, results and discussion, and conclusion. Acronyms should be written in full the first time, mentioned in the text, followed by the abbreviations. Do not include section headings in the abstract. Citations, References, Figures and Tables should not be included in the abstract.
Keywords: Please add a maximum of five keywords separated by commas, should be in italic, 11pt









Extended Abstract (word limit 1200, including short abstract)

Purpose: For review and evaluation by the scientific committee
Length: Maximum 1200 words (Including the short abstract and excluding references)
page numbers should be included and consist following sections.
Structure
· Introduction with objectives
· Background with Literature review
· Methodology
· Results & Discussion
· Conclusions
· Acknowledgement
· References (APA 7th edition preferred)

Formatting Style:
· Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt
· Line spacing: 1.5
· Margins: 1 inch on all sides
· Alignment: Justified
· File format: MS Word (.doc or .docx)

Important dates
Open for abstract submission – 15th June 2026
Deadline for Abstracts submission – 30th September 2026
Notification of acceptance – 15th October 2026
Conference dates – November 2026 
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